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TAG DER DEUTSCHEN PIONIERE 2019
Liebe Festgemeinde,

Vor zwanzig Jahren hat die Regierung von Ontario den Tag der
deutschen Pioniere eingeführt, um die Leistungen von deutschen
Pionieren bei der Entwicklung von Ontario zu würdigen. 

Das Komitee bemüht sich, jedes Jahr Personen, Familien, oder
Verbände zu ehren, die bedeutende Beiträge geleistet haben in der
Entwicklung von Kitchener, dem Landkreis Waterloo, Ontario und
darüber hinaus. Wir hoffen, dass die Information in unseren Broschüren
zusammen mit den Veröffentlichungen der Museen zur Wertschätzung
des euro-deutschen Erbes dieser Gemeinde und zum historischen
Verständnis des besonderen Charakters unserer Gegend und der
Einwanderer der zweiten Hälfte des letzten Jahrhunderts beitragen kann.
In Kitchener und den umgebenden Gemeinden sind zwischen 10 und 25
Prozent der Bevölkerung deutscher Abstammung.

Seit über 200 Jahren haben deutsche Einwanderer ihren Weg zum
Landkreis Waterloo gefunden. Jede Pionierarbeit zeugt von der Fähigkeit, schwierige Umstände zu über-
winden. Die dabei notwendige Hartnäckigkeit wurde gestärkt von Prinzipien des Glaubens und
Arbeitsethos. Dieser Unternehmungsgeist trug dazu bei, den Landkreis Waterloo und Ontario aufzubauen.,
und dadurch wurde der Charakter unserer Region als eine selbstbewusste, tolerante und multikulturelle
Gemeinde geprägt.

Obwohl der Einfluss der deutschen Einwanderer  in Waterloo County überall deutlich ist, wenn man nur
die Augen aufmacht, wird dieser Nachweis von vielen nicht bemerkt,  und die Einwanderer der 1950ziger
Jahre wie viele vor und nach ihnen tendieren dazu, ihre Errungenschaften nicht bekannt zu machen.

Dieses Jahr ehrt das Komitee des Tags der deutschen Pioniere zwei Unternehmen, ein Volksfest, und einen
Politiker, die unserer Gemeinde Profil gegeben haben.

• Die Rietz (Ritz) Druckerei in New Hamburg wurde von dem  in 1855 eingewanderten 
Jacob Rietz gegründet 

• Petsche Shoes, in 1954 eröffnet von den in 1949 eingewanderten Gustav und Edeltraut Petsche,
importierte deutsche  und europäische  Qualitätsschuhe 

• Der traditionelle Christkindlmarkt hat sich in den letzten 20 Jahren zu einem der besten 
100 Touristenattraktionen in Ontario entwickelt

• Ken Seiling hat den Landkreis Waterloo Region 33 Jahre lang mit beispiellosem Einsatz geleitet
Wir hoffen, dass Ihnen die kulturellen Ausstellungen der Kitchener Bücherei, der Museen, und der

deutschen Klubs wie auch die musikalische Unterhaltung der Transylvania Hofbräu Kapelle als Ausdruck
unseres Kulturerbes gefallen.

Wir bauen auf die Grundsteine, die uns gelegt worden sind, und blicken mit Selbstbewusstsein in unsere
gemeinsame Zukunft.

German Pioneers Day Komitee,
Gerhard Griebenow, Vorsitzender

German Pioneers Day Act, Bill 28-1999
The Bill proclaims the day after Thanksgiving Day in each year as German Pioneers Day.
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GERMAN PIONEERS’ DAY 2019
Dear ladies and gentlemen,

Twenty years ago, the Ontario government instituted German Pioneers
Day to recognize the achievements of German pioneers in shaping
Ontario’s development. 

Every year the committee attempts to honour pioneering individuals,
families and/or institutions that have made significant contributions to
the development of Kitchener, Waterloo County, Ontario, and beyond. 

We hope that the information in our brochures, along with the muse-
ums’ articles in their publications, can contribute to the appreciation of
the European-German heritage of this community. We hope to encourage
an historical understanding of the unique character of our region as well
as that of immigrants to Canada during the second half of the last century.
A big portion of the population in Kitchener and the surrounding munic-
ipalities are of German descent.

For over 200 years German immigrants found their way to Waterloo County. Every pioneering effort
demonstrates the ability to overcome difficult circumstances. The necessary determination was strengthened
by principles of faith and work ethic. This enterprising spirit contributed to develop Waterloo County and
ultimately Ontario,  and the character of our region as a confident, tolerant, and multicultural community
with all its wonderful diversity and agricultural resources and riches was created.

Although one can find the influence of German immigrants everywhere in Waterloo County if one looks
for it, this evidence does not get noticed by many, and the immigrants of the 1950’s like many before and
after them tend not to advertize their achievements.

This year the German Pioneers Day committee honours two businesses, a traditional festival, and a
 politician who gave profile to our community.

• Jakob Ritz son of 1855 immigrant Jakob Rietz started the family involvement in the printing
business that still operates today

• Petsche Shoes, importers of quality German and Europaean shoes, was started by 1949 immi-
grants Gustav and Edeltraut Petsche in 1954

• The Christkindl Market has been developed by a committee of volunteers into one of Ontario’s
top 100 tourist attractions

• Ken Seiling guided Waterloo Region for 33 years

We hope you enjoy the cultural displays by the Kitchener Public Library, the Regional Museums, and the
various German Clubs, as well as the musical presentations of the Transylvania Hofbräu Band as a
 demonstration of our cultural heritage.

With this ceremony we honour those who helped shape Canada into the land we live in and look with
confidence to our shared future.

German Pioneers Day Committee
Gerhard Griebenow, Chairman

German Pioneers Day Act, Bill 28-1999
The Bill proclaims the day after Thanksgiving Day in each year as German Pioneers Day.
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Embassy
of the Federal Republic of Germany
Ottawa

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

German Pioneers Day remembers and recognizes the achievements of German
Pioneers in shaping Ontario and Canada as we know it today.  

The story of German migration to Canada dates all the way back to the 1700s. The
first German settlers arrived after the English conquered Novia Scotia when a
significant number of Germans who fought for the British decided to stay in Canada.
The following major migration wave was by German Mennonites who had to flee
from the United States due to discrimination of their pacifist beliefs and hoped for a
new chance in Canada. The settlement of these Pioneers concentrated around
Ontario and significantly contributed to the development of Kitchener, Waterloo
County, Ontario and beyond. The Pioneers created the foundation for German
communities in Canada and paved the way for more Germans to follow them. Interior
Minister Clifford Sifton described the typical German as, “a stalwart peasant in a
sheepskin coat, born on the soil, whose forefathers have been farmers for ten
generations, and a stout wife and a half-dozen children is good quality”. 

This “good quality” was rooted in the principles of faith, work ethic and an
enterprising spirit which shaped Kitchener and the surrounding municipalities. To
this day between 10 and 25% percent of the population in this region are of German
roots and the German Community has enriched the region by contributing elements
of their culture. The Christkindl Market which has been developed by a committee
of volunteers into one of Ontario’s top 100 tourist attractions, or the Oktoberfest
which is famous throughout Canada, are just two shining examples. German
Pioneers contribute to the confident, tolerant and multicultural character of the
Waterloo County. 

I am delighted that the Ontario Government honors the Pioneers and their
descendants by celebrating the German Pioneers day. It is symbolic for the common
history and relation of Germany and Canada and I am happy to support this event.  

Enjoy this very special day. I send you my congratulations and wish you wonderful
hours in your community! 



Liebe Landsleute, 
dear guests of the German Pioneers Day celebrations

Nineteen years ago, in 2000, the Ontario Government instituted
German Pioneers Day, which honors the endurance and courageous
spirit of those first German speaking immigrants. These pioneers
contributed to building the province of Ontario “and made their rich cultural traditions and
values an integral part of Canadian society” to quote the German Pioneers Day Act, 2000, Chapter
7

German speaking immigrants among them craftsmen, farmers, carpenters, or bakers – men and
women – where among the first pioneers who laid a solid groundwork for the prosperity and
beauty we so proudly enjoy and celebrate today.

Since the days of these pioneers a lot has changed. New industries and businesses have
successfully developed and the German Canadian economic and scientific cooperation has
broadened significantly. As a result today, we find highly qualified and successful German
immigrants in all parts of Canadian business and science. Researchers, professors, doctors build
academic bridges between Canada and Germany and substantially contribute to scientific
progress together with their Canadian partners. In January 2019, the German Academic Society
of Toronto was founded in Toronto with roughly 30 participants; now we count more than 100
members.

Almost 700 German companies in Canada employ roughly 55.000 people, most of them here
in Ontario.

Ontario is a province whose citizens display an admirable work ethic that even Germans can
envy. It is a province whose citizens profoundly believe in the principle of respect for each other
regardless of their social or ethnic, religious or national roots or sexual orientation. All of this
contributes to a vibrant social fabric that attracts people and businesses from all over the word.

And it is one of the reasons, why many high ranking German delegations visit Ontario every
year. During the past 12 months we’ve had dozens of political and other delegations coming to
Toronto among them the Minister Presidents of Baden-Württemberg, Lower Saxony and Hesse.
Last week the committee on digitalization from our Federal Parliament, the Bundestag, visited
not only Toronto but also spent a day in Waterloo. The most important visitor from Germany
though was Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, who came here in August.

This high frequency of important visits clearly demonstrates how closely Germany and
Germans feel connected to Canada and Ontario. We also observe an increasing interest in
Germany by our Canadian partners. In the last months some ministers of the Ontario government
travelled to Germany and had good meetings there.

I am confident that both the early pioneers whose contribution to the prosperity of Ontario is
recognized with the Pioneer’s Day and the new generation of “pioneers” will jointly contribute
to further enhance the relations between Germany and Canada in all walks of life. The German
Consulate and I personally will continue to support all efforts in this regard.

Please accept my congratulations to your successful work on German Pioneer’s Day of 2019.
May the Canadian-German friendship continue to prosper.

Yours truly
Thomas E. Schultze

German Pioneers Day 2019 7



8 German Pioneers Day 2019

The official recognition of German Pioneers’ achievements in Ontario
on German Pioneers Day is certainly a great honor for the community
and an annual reminder of the contribution of Germans to the
 developments of this province. 

We Austrians are proud of our distinct cultural traditions and our rich
history and of course, we cherish celebrating with our friends and
neighbors who we share our mother tongue with. 

On behalf of the Consulate General of Austria and the many Austrians
in Canada and Canadians with Austrian roots, it is my great pleasure
to  congratulate the German community and to extend our best
 wishes for German Pioneers Day 2019. 

Alles Gute 
und beste Grüsse aus Österreich

Christian Lassnig 

Consul and Trade Commissioner 
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Greetings from Harold Albrecht, MP
1187 Fischer-Hallman Road, Unit 624

Kitchener, ON N2E 4H9

Willkommen to all visitors and members of the German community
who join today in celebrating German Pioneers Day.

We are very proud of the German cultural heritage we share in
Waterloo Region. Our shared history as German Canadians is
inseparable from the history and heritage of Waterloo Region.

We host Canada’s greatest Bavarian festival every October, with
over 40 family and cultural events.

From the names of our communities to the names of the roads we
commute on everyday, we remember and honour our community
builders.

The German work ethic is still active in our community. We see it in
our entrepreneurs, our constant innovation in all fields of life, and
our strong community spirit.

In celebrating German Pioneers Day, we not only honour those who
built what has become Waterloo Region, we also celebrate those
who are building what Waterloo Region will become.

Congratulations to Jacob Ritz, Petsche 
Shoes, the Christkindl Market, and Ken Seiling 
on your recognition today. Thank you to 
each one for your significant contributions 
to our community.

As the Member of Parliament for 
Kitchener-Conestoga and a proud 
Canadian of German descent, I wish 
you all the best for a fun, 
successful day.

Sincerely,

Harold Albrecht, MP

Kitchener-Conestoga
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Bardish Chaggar, MP - Riding of Waterloo



The City of Kitchener, formerly known as Berlin, is
home to one of the largest German-Canadian
communities in the country. Every year, on German
Pioneers Day, we celebrate and honour the
contributions of our German community to this Region and country.

German pioneers were risk-takers, innovators, and community builders, and
have played a significant role in shaping our Region’s identity and cultural
heritage. This year, we honour the Ritz and Petsche families for their history of
outstanding service and contributions to the economic prosperity of Waterloo
Region.

As we eagerly await the 23rd year of the Christkindl Market, I would like to
recognize and honour the Market for keeping the spirit of German Christmas
alive in our community and in our hearts. Dozens of festive outdoor huts and
food stands line our main street every year, treating residents and tourists to
the sights and smells of the holiday season.

For the past 40 years, this Region has seen great advancement and growth
because of a notable political figure, Ken Seiling. Ken is a true embodiment of
leadership and service to this community, serving as Waterloo Regional Chair
since 1985. His hard work and courage continue to inspire progress and
innovation in our Region today.

Please join me in recognizing these distinguished organizations and
individuals and help celebrate the contributions of our German community
members to the development and prosperity of our city and country.

Mit freundlichen Grüssen,

Raj Saini 
Liberal Candidate for Kitchener Centre

German Pioneers Day 2019 11
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Dear friends, it is my honour to congratulate you as you
celebrate German Pioneers Day and the achievements
of German pioneers in Waterloo Region and across the

province of Ontario. 

This important annual celebration is a time to reflect on
the efforts of so many of you who've helped shape our

community and remain dedicated to the  development of
our region. 

Thank you to the committee members for organizing
today's celebration and congratulations to those being

recognized for their contributions to our 
German-Canadian community. 

Happy German Pioneers Day. 

Amy Fee,
Member of Provincial Parliament

KitchenerSouthHespeler

October 2019



October 2019

Ich möchte den Organisatoren des Deutschen Pioniertags 2019 meinen aufrichtigen Dank
erteilen, dass sie die Pionierarbeit lokaler Einzelpersonen, Familien und Organisationen
würdigen.

Die Region von Waterloo hat sowohl ein stolzes deutsches Erbe als auch eine lange
Geschichte von Einwohnern die bis zum heutigen Tag wesentliche Beiträge zur
Verbesserung der Lebensqualität in unserer Gemeinde machen.

I would like to congratulate this year’s recognized pioneers: Jacob Ritz, Petsche Shoes, the
Christkindl Market and Ken Seiling.

For more than 160 years, Ritz Printing has provided excellent quality in their work and
dedication to the needs of their customers. Jacob Ritz and his team of skilled professionals
at Ritz Printers carry on the craft of Great Uncle Dan Ritz, Grandfather Otto and Great-
Grandfather Jacob, as craftspeople who have advanced with the times and use modern
technology with an eye to old-fashioned quality.

Gustav and Edeltraut Petsche founded the shoe store in 1954 catering to the needs of the
entire family. They gained a reputation of offering unique brands and impeccable customer
service. Their daughter Anita Petsche-Good carried on the family tradition until 2018.
Anita was integrally involved in creating community and providing leadership in our
downtown for her entire tenure as a business owner. Our community, with myself included,
was sad to see the business close in 2018.

The Christkindl Market is Canada’s original German Christmas market and is touted as one
of the “Top 100 Festivals & Events in Ontario” that brings people together. It is this festival
that fills the downtown in the fine German tradition of great food, fine artisan crafts and
Christmas vendors. The presence of amazing choirs provides an experience second to none
to engender a festive Christmas spirit.

Ken Seiling, who served for 33 years as Regional Chair, is an historian by education. He has
always taken the opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of our pioneering German
settlers as well as his own family lineage. Ken’s contributions are the embodiment of
German work ethic and pragmatic problem solving. Like so many German pioneers before
him, he leaves a vast and impressive legacy of contributions to our community.

Regards,

Karen Redman

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF WATERLOO

OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL CHAIR

150 Frederick Street, Kitchener ON N2G 4J3
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR

On behalf of my council colleagues and the citizens of Kitchener, Willkommen to this year’s German Pioneers Day
celebrations, taking place October 15, 2019. It is a pleasure to recognize and celebrate the achievements of our local
German pioneers who have shaped our community’s development over the past 200 years.

This year, we honour the contributions of Jacob Ritz (1816-1905), son of Henrich Jacob Rietz and Catherine
Zimmer. Jacob Ritz and his family immigrated to North America on the ship "Mercury" and arrived in New York
on May 23, 1955. Later, they moved north to Canada and settled in the village of New Hamburg, in Wilmot
Township. Jacob Ritz later married Maria Elisabetha Schneider, having 14 kids. Jacob Ritz’ legacy lives on through
the successful printing company Ritz Printing, established by the family over 160 years ago which still serves our
community today.

Secondly, we pay tribute to Petsche Shoes, which was established in 1954 by immigrants Gustav and Edeltraut
Petsche. This family-run shop, later taken over by daughter Anita Petsche Good, was located in downtown
Kitchener for 63 years. The store provided our community with unique brands imported from Europe and
impeccable costumer service which will not soon be forgotten.

The Christkindl Market is also being honoured this year, as it enters its 23rd year. For years, the Christkindl Market
has been a beacon for holiday tradition and community connection in the Waterloo region. This event provides our
citizens with a rare and authentic glimpse of European traditions and is a place for sharing in the holiday spirit
with family, friends and neighbours.

Lastly this year, we pay tribute to Ken Seiling, who served our community as Regional Chair for 33 years. As a
community leader, Ken has earned a reputation for balancing development and preserving our community’s rural
character. His humble leadership and approachable style will be greatly missed, and on behalf of my council
colleagues and the citizens of Kitchener we wish him well in his next chapter of life.

Our city’s tradition of being a welcoming community continues today thanks to the examples set by our earliest
settlers. I know that our pioneering spirit remains as vibrant today in Kitchener, as when our region was first
settled.

I’d like to thank the many volunteers and supporters of German Pioneers
Day. Your hard work and commitment are greatly appreciated by all who
call this community home, as well as our many visitors. Enjoy German
Pioneers Day 2019!

Sincerely,

Berry Vrbanovic
~Mayor~
City of Kitchener

CITY OF KITCHENER 
Office of Mayor and Council 

200 King Street West, P.O. Box 1118
Kitchener, ON N2G 4G7 

Phone: 519.741.2300  Fax: 519.741.2800

German Pioneers Day 2019 15
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Welcome from the Mayor
On behalf of Council and the citizens of the City of

Waterloo, it is truly an honour to congratulate every-
one celebrating the 19th Annual German Pioneers
Day, which recognizes the achievements of German
pioneers in Ontario.

Waterloo is proud of its rich cultural diversity; the many citizens of German
descent are an important part of our heritage and the development of our com-
munity.  We join with the German Pioneers Day Committee in acknowledging
Jacob Ritz, Ken Seiling, Petsche Shoes, and the Christkindl Market for their
many contributions to the community. 

We are proud to recognize Jacob Ritz of Ritzprinting, and Petsche Shoes,
two businesses that have served our community for so long. We also join them
in recognizing one of Ontario’s top attractions, the Christkindl Market and of
course all of the wonderful volunteers that work so hard to make it happen.
Lastly, I am excited to recognize the amazing achievements of Ken Seiling, who
served Waterloo Region for 33 years!

While you are in Waterloo, I hope you will have a moment to check out the
interesting shops and restaurants in our uptown core, or enjoy a visit to the
Canadian Clay and Glass Gallery, the City of Waterloo Museum at Conestoga
Mall, or the Eby Farmstead at Waterloo Park.  If time permits, further explore
our 500-acre RIM Park in the northeast corner of the city.  With 11 outdoor
sports fields, a multi purpose recreation building, trails, park land, golf course,
and heritage areas, RIM Park provides endless opportunities for the communi-
ty's recreational needs.

Thank you for visiting.  I wish each of you a wonderful time as you celebrate
the remarkable achievements of our German pioneers.

Sincerely,

Mayor Dave Jaworsky  

City of Waterloo
Dave Jaworsky, Mayor

100 Regina Street South,  Waterloo City Centre,  Waterloo,  Ontario  Canada  N2J 4A8  519-747-8700  Fax 519-747-8500



October 2019

Dear Friends,

Congratulations and thank you for the generous invitation to join you as you
celebrate the German Pioneers Day. It is a pleasure to welcome everyone on
behalf of Council and the citizens of the City of Cambridge.

I would like to express my thanks and gratitude as well to the pioneering
families and the organizations of German descent that have made so many
valuable contributions to the City of Cambridge and the Region of Waterloo
for over 200 years! Your hard work, fortitude and determination have shaped
this community into what it is today and that is an amazing accomplishment.
We have seen this displayed through such ventures as Jacob Ritz’s printing
business, Petsche Shoes and of course the Christkindle Market that inspires
volunteers, vendors and shoppers alike.

I hope this special day provides everyone the opportunity to experience the
significant contributions and sacrifices made from your ancestors within the
German community, including our annual Oktoberfest event, as well as rec-
ognizes the sacrifices of generations past.

With warmest regards,

Kathryn McGarry
Mayor of Cambridge

German Pioneers Day 2019 17
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Im Namen des Waterloo Centre for German Studies möchte ich den

Teilnehmern sowie den Organisatoren des German Pioneers Day meine

besten Wünsche überbringen. 

The German community has enriched the life of Waterloo Region for

generations. The honorees being recognized at German Pioneers Day this

year – Jacob Ritz, Petsche Shoes, Christkindl Market, and Ken Seiling –

have continued in their own ways this tradition of service and fellowship,

and they are to be congratulated for all they do to make our communities

better places to live and work. 

The Waterloo Centre for German Studies is located at the University of

Waterloo. Funded by local German-Canadian donors, it is a research

institute whose members explore all aspects of the German-speaking

world. The Centre is especially proud of its public programming that brings

speakers and other events to both the university and broader communities.

We are happy to work with various partners to facilitate events of interest to

all. 

Das Waterloo Centre for German Studies freut sich, Interesse an deutscher

Kultur in der Waterloo Region fördern zu können 

Mit freundlichen Grüßen, 

Dr. James M. Skidmore 

Direktor, Waterloo Centre for German Studies 

www.wcgs.ca  

October 2019 



Grussworte des Presidenten des DKK Ontario

Greetings from the President of the 
German Canadian Congress Ontario

Der Deutsch Kanadische Kongress heist Sie alle herz lich
willkommen zur diesjaehrigen Feier der sehr wichtigen German
Pioneers Day Veranstaltung. Dieser Tag wurde moeglich gemacht
durch die Initiative des verstorbenen MPP Wayne Wettlaufer.

Sein Vorschlag als der offizielle „German Pioneers Day“,  wurde oeffentlich anerkannt und
im Gestz des Legislativen Hauses von Ontario im Jahre 2000 verankert. Wir feiern heute noch
diesen Tag, wie jedes Jahr,  hier in dieser schoenen Halle des Kitchener Rathauses.

The German Canadian Congress welcomes all of you here to this important event to celebrate
the German the German Pioneers Day which was made possible by the late MPP Wayne
Wettlaufer in 2000. His suggestion was passed by the Ontario Legislature as the official “German
Pioneers Day”. We still celebrate this important event, today as every Year, in these beautiful
surrounding of the Kitchener City Hall.

* The German contribution in the history of Canada is more visible when looking back into
the early colonial days of this country rather than our present time – when Germans were
proportionally more numerous within the total population, as was the case in Ontario in the mid
1820s, when they made up as much as 70% of the overall inhabitants. We are reminded of those
days by the settlements with German names in the Grand River Region and throughout Canada,
most of which are found in the Grand River Region of southern Ontario which developed into
cities like Berlin, Breslau, Mannheim, New Hamburg , Baden, Heidelberg, Bamberg etc. *

However these important historical facts, as some other historical facts, are at times
overlooked or barely mentioned.

*notes by cj Klein in the “Historical Society.”

Walter Marzinko
President; German Canadian Congress, Ontario

German Pioneers Day 2019 19
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Greetings from 
K-W Oktoberfest Inc. President

Tim Beckett

LIEBE STAATSBÜRGER, FREUNDE UND LANDSLEUTE

On behalf of the Board of Directors of Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest I
would like to honour those being recognized at the German Pioneers
Day celebration.

Many years have passed since German immigrants settled in Canada
but there are still many signs of their commitment to the community
which still remain. We extend our congratulations to the Ritz and
Petsche families, the Christkindl Market and to Ken Seiling for being
 recognized today.

As we prepare to celebrate the 51st Anniversary of Canada’s Greatest
Bavarian Festival we must recognize those who played such a vital role
in our culture, economic development and numerous contributions to
our community.

KITCHENER-WATERLOO OKTOBERFEST WUENSCHT IHNEN ALLES
GUTE UND VIEL KRAFT BEI DIESER WICHTIGE ARBEIT.

Tim Beckett

President 2019-2020

K-W Oktoberfest Inc.



German Pioneers Day 2000
Speech by Ernst Friedel 

Honoured Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. This is indeed a special day for
Canadians of German descent. It is a special day for all of Canada because we are
revisiting our roots, our own history. A history often forgotten or even suppressed
because of events, which took place in the first half of the last century.

This special day does encourage us to look at the past, to look at the present, and
to look to the future. 

At this time, I want to thank MPP Wayne Wettlaufer for sponsoring Bill 28 to
which proclaims the day after Thanksgiving to be the German Pioneers Day. I am so
glad that the Bill received all party support at Queens Park, and I thank the members
of all three parties for their support.

I also want to say thank you to all the members of the German Pioneers Day
Committee, for their hard work to make this celebration possible. Their names can be
found inside the front cover of your 2000 programme. 

Today we celebrate the contributions made by those German Pioneers who came to
Canada over the last 250 years. Some directly from Germany, some from the United
States, and many from Eastern Europe, where they had lived for Centuries, however
because of war they were forced from their homeland and had to leave all their
possessions behind. 

These immigrants came to Canada with not more than what would fit into two
suitcases. But they did not come to ask for handouts or a free ride, they came and
brought along their faith, their skills, their work ethic, and their culture and heritage.
When the committee designed the front cover of our program, we made an effort to
illustrate that. 

Most German immigrants came to contribute to help in building this great
country, Canada. And that is what we are celebrating today. Just to name a few of these
contributions. 

Yonge Street, the so-called longest Street in the World, was built by German
Pioneers under the leadership of William Moll Bercy. He is also the cofounder of
Toronto. 

The Hudson Bay Company, today we call it the Bay, was founded by Prince Rupert
of Palatine and Rupert Land in Northern Canada is named after him. 

This area of central Ontario was mostly settled by people of German Heritage. In
fact, as Mr. Wettlaufer said in the Ontario Legislature on April 6, 2000, “in 1821 about
70% of the inhabitants of Ontario were of German descent”. 

As we German Canadians have done in the past, so we will do in the future. To
build a society to the benefit of all Canadians, where people have respect for each other,
a society where peace, understanding and harmony shall prevail. I thank all of you for
coming out to celebrate this special day with us and I hope that you have an enjoyable
afternoon and evening.

German Pioneers Day 2019 21
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2019 German Pioneers Day
aSponsorsÇ

Thank you for your very generous support!

GOLD Event Sponsor

BRONZE Event Sponsors

Ernst Friedel
German Canadian

Remembrance Society

Walter Marzinko

Fine Foods

SILVER Event Sponsor
Deutsch Kanadischer Kongress

PLATINUM Event Sponsor

Schiller Foundation
Joerg Stieber
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Bill 28 - 1999

An Act to proclaim German Pioneers Day

Preamble - German immigrants began arriving in large numbers in Upper
Canada, which is present day Ontario, during the eighteenth century
along with other United Empire Loyalists after the American Revolution.
They continued to settle in Ontario during the era of Queen Victoria and
Prince Albert in the nineteenth  century.  They settled in various areas of
Ontario and especially in and around the City of Kitchener, whose annual
Oktoberfest festival provides a time for all citizens of Ontario to reflect
on and to celebrate our province’s living German heritage.

As one of the founding groups of Ontario, German pioneers helped settle
the province and made their rich cultural traditions and values an integral
part of Canadian society.  Ontario citizens of German descent continue to
make a significant contribution to Ontario and Canada.

It is appropriate to establish a day on which to pay tribute to our historic
German legacy in Ontario.

Therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as follows:

German Pioneers Day
1.  The day following Thanksgiving Day in each year is proclaimed as

German Pioneers Day.

Commencement

2.  This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent.

Short title

3.  The short title of this Act is the German Pioneers Day Act, 1999.  

EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Bill proclaims the day after Thanksgiving Day in each year as
German Pioneers Day.
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The History of the Conestoga Wagon

When we think of the settlers in the
Waterloo Region, Markham and the

Niagara area, we are always reminded of the
Mennonites and their Conestoga Wagons.
This vehicle was the mode of transportation,
used by the early pioneers. The Conestoga
Wagon originated in the Conestoga Region of
Pennsylvania and was designed and built by
German Mennonites who lived in that area.

It was of unique design, which incorporated very practical features. For instance, the bottom of
the wagon was not flat, but lower in the middle, with both ends raised. The reason was to prevent
freight, mostly barrels, to shift or roll off the wagon when traveling up or down hills.  This curve
was also carried out in the white hood that covered the wagon, with the front and rear protruding
like a bonnet to keep out the rain and the sun.
The Conestoga Wagon was not only easy to identify by its shape, but also by its colours. The
Wagon was usually painted light blue, the covering was a white canvas, the wheels were painted
red and anything made of iron was painted black.
The design was very practical and travelling wagons were self-sufficient. They carried a large box
containing most of the tools necessary to do routine maintenance and emergency repairs while on
a trip. They carried a lifting device to support the wagon when wheels had to be removed, grease
to lubricate the wheels and a tar pail to seal cracks. When crossing a river on a raft, the wheels
were often removed to prevent the vehicle to roll off the raft.
A box of feed and pails of water, containing supplies for the horses, was part of the load that was
attached to the outside of the wagon. The Conestoga Wagons came in various sizes, the larger ones
measuring about 25 feet in length and weighing 1.5 tons unladen. They could carry up to 8 tons
of freight.
In most cases the wagon was drawn by six horses. The driver would normally not sit on the
wagon, but ride the horse in front of the left wheel, from where he would have reigns to guide the
lead horse. On the left side was a seat between the front and the rear wheel, called the lazy board,
where the driver could sit, if he did not ride the horse or walk. The front and rear wheels were dif-
ferent in size, with the front ones being smaller to enable the Wagon to turn on a smaller radius.
Another version of the Conestoga Wagon was the Prairie Schooner. It was much lighter and rarely
needed more than four horses, and sometimes only two. Oxen were frequently used instead of
horses to pull the wagon. The average Prairie Schooner was fitted with a top, drawn in at both
ends, with only an oval opening to admit air and light to the interior, where women and children
usually slept and rode. In crossing the Great Plains, groups of Prairie Schooners customarily trav-
eled together for protection.
In a somewhat romantic way the Conestoga Wagon reminds us of times gone by. Times, that were
in many ways harder, but also much simpler and innocent.
While, over the years, the way to transport goods has greatly changed, this unique vehicle, the
Conestoga Wagon, has to be considered a cornerstone in the foundation on which our modern
transportation system is founded. Ernst Friedel
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THE GERMANS IN CANADA
A Historical Timetable

1664       First mention of German settlers in official documents in Quebec.

1750-52  About 2,000 German settlers from Hannover, Braunschweig, the Pfalz
(Palatinate), Switzerland and from the Upper Rhine area settle in the British
colony of Nova Scotia.

1753       German settlers founded Lunenburg in Nova Scotia.

1760-70  Several hundred Pennsylvania Germans immigrate into the Annapolis region in
Nova Scotia and to areas of New Brunswick.

1776-83  The War of Independence in the United States. German troops fight on both sides.
The commanding officer of the German contingent in the British army is General
Friedrich Adolphus von Riedesel.

1781       Mrs. von Riedesel starts the custom of decorating a Christmas tree in the head-
quarters of German troops in Sorel, Quebec.

1782       The German troops of General von Riedesel build Fort Lennox in Quebec.

1783       At the conclusion of the U.S. War of Independence, several thousand Germans,
discharged soldiers and United Empire Loyalists of German origin, come north to
Canada and settle in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and along the St. Lawrence
River and in the Niagara Peninsula.

1786       The first Mennonites leave the U.S.A. and settle in Upper Canada.

1788       Lord Dorchester, the British Governor in North America, establishes four districts
in the newly-founded province of Upper Canada. They are Lunenburg,
Mecklenburg, Nassau and Hesse.

1789       German Loyalists build the first Lutheran Church in the town of Williamsburg.

1794       About 200 German settlers under the leadership of William Moll Berczy partici-
pate in the founding of Toronto and Markham.

1800       Samuel Betzner and Joseph Schoerg, Mennonites from Franklin County,
Pennsylvania, buy land in the future Waterloo County.
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Anne and Walter
Marzinko 

congratulate the community on the 
German Pioneers Day celebration and 

wish continued success for this important
event for many years to come.

Sincerely
Anne and Walter Marzinko

1805       German Company Tract (60,000 acres of Waterloo County) purchased by Lancaster
County, Pennsylvania Mennonites from Richard Beasley.

1807       Pennsylvania Mennonites purchase an additional 45,000 acres in Woolwich
Township, Waterloo County.

1821       70% of the inhabitants of Ontario are of German Origin.
1820-80  Large numbers of Germans arrive from Germany. They are mainly farmers and

artisans, and they settle primarily in Ontario: in Waterloo, Perth, Huron, Bruce
and Grey counties.

1833       Founding of the town of Berlin, which in 1916 is renamed Kitchener. 
1862       First of 26 Saengerfests in Berlin.
1864-67  Three of the Fathers of Confederation are of German origin.
1867       At the time of Confederation, 10% of the population are of German origin.
1882       First Kindergarten in Canada in Central School now Suddaby.
1903       Sir Adam Beck establishes the Hydro-Electric Power Commission and with this

act insures the supply of electric energy to Ontario.
1910       Berlin connects to the hydro system.
1912       Luigi Paul Maria von Kunits founds the Toronto Symphony Orchestra.
1925-26  Pioneer Tower erected in honor of first German-speaking settlers in Waterloo

County
1939       About 1,000 Germans from the Sudetenland emigrate to Canada. 
1950-60  Post World War II waves of German immigrants enter Canada.
2000       The first German Pioneers Day is celebrated in Kitchener                                        

                                                                               Professor Dr. Hartmut Froeschle



THE TRANSYLVANIA CLUB SALUTES THE PAST AND 
PRESENT RECIPIENTS OF THE GERMAN PIONEERS DAY AWARD

St. Boniface Church, R.C.,
Maryhill

Historic St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church (LCC), Kitchener

2008
Mabel Berta Dunham (D.Litt.)
Transylvania Band
Martha Grace Schmidt (LL.D.)

2009
St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran

Church (ELCIC), Cambridge
Bethel Evangelical Lutheran

Church (LLC), Kitchener
Huber Family
Paul Tuerr

2010
Betzner Family
Heffner Family
Schoerg Family
Scholtes Family

2011
Benton Street Baptist Church,

Kitchener
Central Baptist Church,

Kitchener
Walter J. Hachborn
Absalom Shade

2012
The Beingessner Family
The Bitzer Family
The Waterloo Historical Society
The City of  Berlin/Kitchener

(Cityhood)

2013
Ron Schlegel
Joerg Stieber 
The Preston Scout House Drum

and Bugle Band

2014
Martin Family
Concordia Club

2015
Wayne Wettlaufer
Hespeler Family
The Schwaben Club of

Kitchener

2016
Ahrens Family
Transylvania Club
City of  Waterloo

2017
Rumpel Family
Joseph Mausser
Alpine Club

2018
Hubertushaus
German-Canadian Business and

Professional Association

2019
Jakob Ritz
Petsche’s Shoes
Christkindl Market
Ken Seiling

2001
Abraham Erb Family

2002
Kuntz Family Award
J.M. Schneider Family
Breithaupt Family

2003
Eby Family 
Region of  Waterloo
Bartleman
Schreiter Furniture 

2004
Markham Historical Society
Historic Thornhill
Pennsylvania Folklore

Society
Settlers Association,

Markham

2005
Joseph Schneider Haus
Erb Family
Brubacher Family
First Nations (Joseph Brant)

2006
The Record
Motz Family

2007
St. Mary’s R.C. Church,

Kitchener
Concordia Choirs
St. John’s Lutheran Church

(ELCIC), Waterloo

TRANSYLVANIA CLUB
TEL: 519-744-1191

41-B River Rd E., Kitchener, ON  N2B 2G3
email: transylvaniaclub@intown.net
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Hubertushaus 
(formerly Deutsch-Kanadischer Jagd und Fischverein)

celebrating over 60 years

Hubertushaus is honoured to participate
in the German Pioneers Day 2019
 celebration and extends  congratulations
to all the deserving community groups
being recognized this year for their
Germanic Heritage contribution.

Ideal setting for Outdoor & Indoor Events
Nestled on eight acres of countryside surrounded by trees,
 flowers, and a pond with relaxing spray fountain. Allow us to tan-
talize your taste buds with a parade of special dishes prepared
 exclusively for you and your guests with our well known exquisite
European cuisine.

1605 Bleams Road, Mannheim, ON www.gchfc.ca
Tel- 519-634-8491 Follow us on 

Facebook & Twitter



PROGRAM
From 3:00 p.m. - Exhibits and Display in Rotunda

4:00 p.m. - Transylvania Brass Band, Director Andrea Emrich.
5:00 p.m. - Official Program

_____________________________

Welcome
Gerhard Griebenow, Chairman

Invocation
Pastor Gilvan de Azevedo

Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church

National Anthems of Switzerland, Austria and Germany

Ernst Friedel - German Pioneers Day

Greetings
Martin Rother, Vizekonsul der Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Karen Redman, Chair, Region of Waterloo

Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor, City of Kitchener

Dave Jaworsky, Mayor, City of Waterloo

Letters of Greeting
Sabine Sparwasser, Ambassador, Federal Republik of Germany

Martin Rother, Deputy General Consul, Federal Republik of Germany

Harold Albrecht, M.P., Kitchener-Conestoga

Bardish Chagger, M.P. Waterloo

Raj Saini, M.P., Kitchener Centre

Karen Redman, Chair, Region of Waterloo

Berry Vrbanovic, Mayor, Kitchener

Dave Jaworsky, Mayor, Waterloo

Kathryn McGarry, Mayor, Cambridge

Tim Beckett, President, K-W Oktoberfest Inc.

Walter Marzinko, President German-Canadian Congress Ontario
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Introduction of Guests
Martin Rother 

Vizekonsul der Bundesrepublik Deutschland

Bardish Chagger, M.P. Waterloo

Raj Saini, M.P., Kitchener Centre

Marilyn Wettlaufer

George Kraehling, President, Association of Danube Swabians

John Werner, President, Alliance of Transylvania Saxons

Harry Drung, President, G.C.B. & P.A. of K-W

Reinhard Schmidt, President, Transylvania Club

David Mendler, German Canadian Hunting & Fishing Club

Glenn Herold, President, Schwaben Club

Bill Poje, President, Alpine Club

Rob Kerr, President, Concordia Club

Werner U. Schlueter, 
President, German Canadian Remembrance Society

Tim Beckett, President, Oktoberfest Inc.

Monica Reid, Chair, Christkindl Market

Toni Bergmeier, Founder of Christkindl Market

Christian Klein,
Pres. Historical Society of Mecklenburg Upper Canada

and Society of East German Heritage

Carola Lange, President of German Canadian Congress Canada

Walter Marzinko, President of German Canadian Congress Ontario

Ernst Friedel, Director, German Canadian Congress Ontario
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Presentation of Plaques

Ritz Family
Presentation by Bill Ritz

Petsche Family
Presentation by Sonja Biselli

Christkindl Market
Presentation by Monica Reid

Ken Seiling
Presentation by Karen Redman

“O Canada” (Everybody sings)

O Canada!

Our home and native land!

True patriot love in all thy sons command.

With glowing hearts we see thee rise,

The True North strong and free!

From far and wide,

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

God keep our land glorious and free!

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
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NATIONALHYMNEN
Deutschland
Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit
Für das deutsche Vaterland!
Danach lasst uns alle streben
Brüderlich mit Herz und Hand!
Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit
Sind des Glückes Unterpfand.
Blüh’ im Glanze dieses Glückes,
Blühe, deutsches Vaterland!
Blüh’ im Glanze dieses Glückes,
Blühe, deutsches Vaterland!

Österreich
Land der Berge, Land am Strome,
Land der Äcker, Land der Dome,
Land der Hämmer, zukunftsreich!
Heimat bist du grosser Söhne,
Volk, begnadet für das Schöne,
vielgerühmtes Österreich,
vielgerühmtes Österreich!

Schweiz
Trittst im Morgenrot daher,
Seh’ ich dich im Strahlenmeer,
Dich, du Hocherhabener, Herrlicher!
Wenn der Alpen Firn sich rötet,
Betet, freie Schweizer, betet.
Eure fromme Seele ahnt
Eure fromme Seele ahnt
Gott im hehren Vaterland!
Gott, den Herrn, im hehren Vaterland!



PETSCHE’S SHOES LIMITED

Petsche’s Shoes Limited opened its doors on May 15, 1954 and closed to
the public on November 10, 2018 in its 65th year of doing business in
Downtown Kitchener.

For more than six decades, the store remained family owned and operated.
Despite three address changes on King Street during that time, three genera-
tions of the Petsche family always stayed true to the original dream of Gustav
Petsche to “sell shoes for the entire family”, and to provide excellent cus-
tomer service and a high quality product for which the business became
known to generations of shoppers.

Founders Gustav and Edeltraut Petsche were representative of so many
refugees and immigrants to this country then and even today, who have left
behind a very broken world and through sheer determination, hard work and
blind faith, succeeded in carving out a new life and future for themselves and
their families.

The origin story of Petsche’s Shoes began when Gustav and Edeltraut met
in Kitchener many years ago. They were both ethnic Germans who, during
the latter years of the Second World War, were forced to leave their homes
and farms.
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Based on ancestry, Edeltraut’s family and relatives were repatriated from an
area called Galizien (Galicia) to Germany and Gustav’s from the region
known as Gottschee to Austria. The post war years in Europe were very dif-
ficult and so began a wave of emigration to other countries especially to
Canada and the City of Kitchener known for its large German speaking pop-
ulation.

Gustav and his parents, Rosalia and Andreas Petsche, crossed the Atlantic
on a converted cattle ship and after an extremely rough passage landed in the
Port of Halifax in December 1949.  He would always share with his family
how he took one look at the bleak winter landscape and immediately wanted
to turn around and head straight back to Austria. The ticket, of course, was
one way only, but fortunately things began to look up when they were reunit-
ed with family members already in Kitchener.

Edeltraut Busch and her sister, Else, arrived in Canada a few months later
and similarly headed for Kitchener where the uncle who had sponsored their
immigration had emigrated several years before. They lived with Henry
Busch and his family while they got settled, made so much easier as many
relatives were already living and working in Kitchener.

Gus and Traudi met at what was the first version of the Concordia Club
later in 1950, had their first date in Victoria Park and married in 1951. They
found day jobs and took night school classes to learn to speak English. Traudi
sewed shirt collars at the former Forsyth Factory and Gus worked with his
father for Dunker Construction and even on the job site pouring concrete for
the building of the Kitchener Memorial
Auditorium.

The life of a construction worker was
not at all to Gus’s liking. He had
apprenticed in Austria to be a busi-
nessman and specifically as a retail
footwear merchant. Before long, his
next job was at Maher Shoes in
Downtown Kitchener, inching ever
closer to realizing his dream of one day
owning his own shop.

1952 saw the birth of the couple’s
first child, Dieter, and marked Gus and
Traudi’s initial step into becoming
independent business owners. They
opened Gus’s Grocery that same year in
a small building on the Margaret
Avenue bridge where the Mei King
restaurant is now located.

In 1953, ‘Gustl’, as he was known to
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Gus’s Grocery 1952-1954
Margaret Ave. Bridge



his fellow Gottscheers, family and German-speaking friends, became a con-
tributing member to the founding of the Alpine Club and the Petsche family
has maintained ongoing membership over the years.

After two years of scrimping and saving and with $3000 borrowed from
brother-in-law, Walter Mausser, and $2000 from family friend, Dave Janzen,
they were able to purchase the ‘chattels’ of the Malleck Shoe Store at 431
King Street West across from the former Kaufman Rubber Factory. No bank
was interested in lending the young couple money for what seemed to be
such a risky business venture.

Second child, Anita, was born the following year in 1955 and shortly there-
after, Gus and Traudi were able to start importing a line of German footwear
for men, women and children. A contact at the local German consulate wrote
a letter of introduction to the
Salamander (shoes) head
office in Kornwestheim, W.
Germany, vouching for the
integrity and determination
of ‘Herr und Frau Petsche’.
Sala man der A.G. was per-
suaded that exporting their
footwear lines was indeed a
good idea. Within a very
short time, a Canadian sales
representative for the firm
was established in Montreal,
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Gus Petsche - display window at 431 King St. W.



the port of entry for shipping such goods, and sales quickly spread through-
out Canada.

For many years, the overseas freight would arrive in large wooden crates
which Gus, ever frugal and resourceful, used for excellent basement shelving
which moved with the store’s stock to two other locations and were used for
this same purpose until the business eventually closed. 

The years that followed were wildly busy and successful. Traudi helped at
the store whenever possible, especially when Friday Late Night Shopping

became a huge hit. The Primex
Fluoroscope – a primitive type of x-
ray device to show where the bones
of one’s feet fit inside a pair of
shoes – was a major attraction also.
It was state of the art for shoe stores
at the time, but didn’t last long
once health officials became
involved.

Business continued to do well on
into the sixties, and the original
narrow retail floor space was
expanded by taking over another
area next door simply by opening
up a shared wall. During those
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Petsche’s Shoes 2nd location - 259 King St W. - 1972-1994

Petsche’s Shoes and Petsche family: 
Peter and Dieter Petsche (back)
Traudl, Gustav and Anna Petsche (front)



early years, Gus gave many members from both his and Traudi’s side of the
family a first job as they arrived from Europe or were ready to enter the work-
force to serve as a stepping stone to other career paths.

When the landlord, the ‘Loblaws Groceteria’, decided to sell the building
in 1972, however, the store was forced to move and for the next 22 years was
located at 259 King Street West.

The couple’s second son, Peter, was born in 1962 and he along with older
siblings, Dieter and Anita, worked in the store off and on over the years. At
the time, none of the Petsche children was keen to take over the family busi-
ness, so all went on to pursue university studies and individual careers.

After many years of travel and working in Ottawa, Anita once again settled
in Kitchener with husband, Paul Good. Unfortunately, Gus had started expe-
riencing a number of health problems so she stepped in to help and ended
up staying. From 1988 onwards, the footwear retail operation was managed
by Anita Petsche Good with daughters Shannon and Megan helping out at
busy times in later years. In 2014 Shannon (Good) Robichaud joined the team
full-time.

The store relocated one last time to 147 King Street West in August 1994.
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Gustav Petsche passed away in April 1999 and Edeltraut Petsche in
December 2013. 

Over the many years, quality footwear lines for the men’s, women’s and
children’s collections were purchased from suppliers from around the world,
specializing in the latest fashion combined with exceptional comfort.
Quality brands such as Birkenstock, Finn Comfort, Ecco, Rieker, Semler,
Rohde, Romika, Josef Seibel, Geox, Salamander, Ara, Wolky, Volkswalker
and even Adidas soccer boots were on the shelves at one time or another.

Increasingly, the demand for orthopedic extra-deep footwear to accommo-
date custom orthotics caused the collection to develop in that direction also
with lines from Propet, Xsensible, Ziera and Portofino introduced to support
that specific customer need.

The Petsche family was indeed fortunate to employ a number of dedicated
and knowledgeable staff over the years, experienced in sizing and sales in
general, but also in fitting children’s shoes and meeting other specialized
footwear requirements. All staff strived to provide a top level of customer
service with patience and a touch of humour. Most stayed on for many years.

Charitable donations to support the local community were made to dozens
of organizations over time, as well as to relief projects in Haiti and Uganda.
In the final days, hundreds of pairs of shoes were donated to local schools,
Marillac Place and the Working Centre.
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On a much larger scale, a truckload of cartons filled with leftover inventory
was delivered to the MCC (Mennonite Central Committee) warehouse in
Elmira and another to the Two Ten Foundation sponsored by the Shoe Sellers
of Canada in Milton which distributes footwear to 30 charitable organiza-
tions in southern Ontario. After so many years in business, it was time to give
back.

The changes in the current retail climate and footwear industry affecting
small independent operations along with large chains ultimately proved just
too difficult to navigate and made it necessary for the Petsche family to close
its doors in November 2018.

Petsche’s Shoes was a vital part of the constantly changing streetscape of
Downtown Kitchener for almost 65 years and was honoured at the City of
Kitchener Heritage Awards in September 2018 for its long-standing commit-
ment to doing business in the heart of the city all that time. 

It is especially meaningful to be recognized at the October 2019 German
Pioneers Day celebration, as well, when we reflect on the tireless spirit of
entrepreneurship of Gustav and Edeltraut Petsche who came to this country
with nothing, yet built a rewarding new life for themselves and their family
here in Kitchener, as so many pioneers with German heritage have done
before them. 
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JAKOB’S STORY
Jakob Ritz, the ancestor of the family in Canada was born in the Rheinpfaltz

area of Bavaria in 1816. Married in 1841 to Maria Elisabetha Schneider, they
left Bavaria in April 1855 with their five young children.

It was a time of difficulty for many residents of that area and Jakob was
receiving letters from two sisters who had married and were living in Ohio.
They told of how much better life was for them and that encouraged him to
bring his family to the New World.

They arrived in New York May 23, 1855, went on to Marietta, Ohio where
the sisters lived. 

However, land was too expensive for Jakob, and not much was available so
after a few days a decision was made to go on to Upper Canada where three
sisters were living in New Hamburg.

It was a good move for Jakob who obtained immediate work in helping
build the new railway from Guelph to Stratford. The family moved into a
humble log cabin which was located on the north corner of Waterloo and
King Streets. After the rail work ended he farmed and eventually owned a
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prosperous farm on Perth Street just northwest of the Perth Street railway
overpass. In the years following, eight more children were born, and some
did not survive, as often occurred during those times. The family became
Canadian citizens, though somehow in the paperwork it was said that the let-
ter “e” was dropped from the surname and it became “Ritz”. Family legend
indicated that the name had been spelled that way in Switzerland, many
years before their ancestors had moved to the Rhineland and so that is how
it is spelled today.

Important also was that his eldest son, Jakob, Jr. was able to become an
apprentice printer in a new newspaper Der Hamburger Neutrale which had
just been founded a few months earlier by Dr. Wilhelm Boullee who had
arrived in Canada just ten years before.

As 13-year-old Jakob was fluent in German he readily was able to set type
in the language of his birth. He became a valued employee and he soon
became a foreman.

In less than ten years he became a partner in the business with the new
owner, Otto Pressprich, another emigrant from Jakob’s homeland. Within a
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From left to right we see Dan Ritz Jr., Lorne, Otto and Dan Sr. working the press at the print shop
in 1911.



few short years the printers had acquired an English language weekly The
Independent. The business grew. Pressprich left for Michigan and Jakob con-
tinued to head the business.

As we know, the sun does not always shine and Jakob’s story ended sud-
denly with his death by a heart attack just before Christmas 1886.

His brothers and sisters gathered for a needed decision. As Jakob’s young
sons were thought too young to operate the business, Jakob’s brother, Daniel,
Sr. a machinist and moulder was brought in to take over the operation. He
too faced trouble due to a fire which caused heavy damage to the business.
Daniel was very progressive and used the newspaper to help promote con-
necting to electric power from Niagara, and other local worthwhiile causes,.
like Red Cross campaigns. 
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The print shop in 1925: left to right are Dan Jr., Otto, and Lorne Ritz



After another 25 years, Daniel sold the firm to his sons, Daniel Jr. and Lorne
Ritz. They continued on through World War One, some years of prosperity,
then a severe depression of the 1930’s. This was followed by another war and
another time for rebuilding. In October 1949, Daniel Jr. who was not married,
died after a few days’ illness.

The next generation then joined as Richard (Dick) Ritz and Ernst (Ernie)
Ritz, nephews of Daniel and Lorne, became partners with Lorne in 1950. .
Ernie used the paper to promote the building of the community centre and
arena in New Hamburg, 1948-1952. The business grew rapidly in the next
few years, but suffered a great setback by a fire in July 1959 which caused
severe damage to plant and equipment, but also took four lives in another
part of the building where the fire started.

Within days, a decision was made to relocate to another building which
they built at 27 Peel Street. Production of the newspaper and commercial
printing was “farmed out” until the new building was ready. By late October
the business opened in the new location.

By the end of the next year Lorne retired after being in the business for
more than 50 years. Dick and Ernie carried on and changed the production
of the newspaper to the offset process, among the first dozen weeklies in the
province to do so. At the end of 1966, the newspaper was bought by a sub-
sidiary of the Kitchener Record and commercial printing then became the
main focus of the operation.
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In 1969 Ernie’s son Bill was employed. Two years later Dick left to take
employment elsewhere.

A year later Ernie’s other son John became an employee and all three
became owners of the business. Bill, the last owner of the printing company,
was a strong supporter of local hockey teams, sponsoring games, etc. 

In 1975, seeing another opportunity, Ritz Printing began a retail stationery
division to fill a need in the community. That division, operated by Ernie’s
wife, Betty, was quite successful, and continues to the present time.

Ernie retired in April 1990 and his sons, Bill and John took over the own-
ership and operation.

Son John was also involved with the local fire department and left in 1997
to become the municipality’s Fire Chief. Bill carried on as sole owner of Ritz
Printing, the last member of the Ritz family to be connected with printing in
New Hamburg.

Soon after marking a 160-year anniversary of the Ritz family connection
with printing in New Hamburg, with family agreement, Bill sold the business
to a larger Stratford printing firm.

The business continues in the same location still under the name of Ritz
Printing, maintaining the identity it enjoyed for so long.

Although Jakob Sr. and his wife Elizabetha passed away within a few years
of one another a dozen decades ago, one might wonder how he would regard
the activities, successes and yes, perhaps a few failures of his many descen-
dants. 

A quick review would find three or four medical doctors; several promi-
nent Toronto attorneys, one of whom served as chair of the Ontario Land
Compensation Board; perhaps a dozen teachers and professors; many print-
ers, some publishers and writers; moulders, machinists; elected and appoint-
ed public figures; a former member of the Manitoba Legislature who had the
unique honour of having been chosen simultaneously as candidate for both
the two major parties (won the election of course) and became a Provincial
Cabinet Minister; a young lady who became a licenced aeroplane pilot at
Waterloo in the early 1930’s; an expert in robotics who later worked with the
U.S. Space Agency in developing robotic equipment to be used in explo-
ration on the planet Mars; many heads of businesses and prosperous farms,
and numerous other ventures. 

Starting out as a humble field worker, Jacob would have marveled at how
his descendants have fared and contributed in so many ways. He also would
concede that his family was not alone in the progress of the world, and he
would recognize the works of many of our other pioneer families who have
contributed so much to the world we live in today.
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They tell us it’s their favourite
way to kick-off the Christmas sea-
son. It’s all about revisiting memo-
ries, stories and family traditions.
Christkindl Market is 4 days of tra-
ditional food, fun and festivities.
Visitors come for the fritters,
wooden toys and trains, and stay
for the bands, choirs and dance
groups.

On stage, a choir sings an exqui-
site rendition of Silent Night in German. You don’t speak or understand
German, but the moment seems so perfect, you are transfixed. You sing along

quietly, as do hundreds of others. The same song
murmured in a dozen languages. Snowflakes set-
tle on your hat. Your nose tingles with the smells
of apple fritters and mulled wine. You sway as
the voices rise and fall. You are entranced and
transported. You are here in Kitchener today,
and you are there in Nuremberg in 1310, when
Christkindl Markets began. For 4 days this annu-

al festival of German Christmas keeps people firmly rooted in a 700-year-old
tradition.

CHRISTKINDL MARKET
Written by Monica Reid, President Christkindl Market

Christkindl Candlelight Procession Square



In 1996, Valerie Gibaut, Director of Economic Development at City of
Kitchener, attended her first Christkindl Market in Nuremberg, Germany and
thought a market like this could help stir activity in the struggling downtown
core. She approached the German Canadian Business Association and
assembled a committee. The German community agreed it was a ‘wunderbar’
idea to create another festival to complement its popular Oktoberfest celebra-
tions. They insisted on an authentic Christkindl Market festival. Under the
leadership of Tony Bergmeier (President, Christkindl Market 1997-2006), the
festival found huge support from sponsors to build the original 12 huts for
vendors, to design a live nativity, and to entice bands, choirs and dance
groups to come share their time and talents with visitors. Not only did that
first opening ceremony bring tears of joy to those with German heritage, it
introduced a new tradition for celebrating the season.

Traditions include a tall Tannenbaum. At the 20th celebrations Mayor Carl
Zehr told of how he suggested to council that if Tony can make a Christkindl
Market come together, we can make sure he gets a real live lighted Christmas
tree in the heart of city hall square each year.

Coral Andrews has written about its founder this way. When Tony
Bergmeier was a young lad growing up in Munich, Germany, one of his fond-
est childhood memories was celebrating
Christmas in the city square with his family
and friends. It was an Old World wonder-
land, with everything from dazzling live
entertainment to mouth-watering seasonal
treats. Bergmeier approached council with
a Canadian vision of his idyllic childhood
Christmas. And as Kitchener, formerly
Berlin, possessed a strong German heritage,
collaborations began for the creation of a
new city centre festival. Bergmeier visited
many markets throughout Waterloo Region
to find vendor pals. He asked them if they
would come to support him at the first Christkindl Market. He also invited
several musical friends to provide live entertainment eventually recruiting
45 vendors and several regional performers.

Astrid Braun (President, Christkindl Market 2007- 2016) brought her orga-
nizational skills and strong relationships thanks to her many years in event
management at the City of Kitchener. Astrid Braun’s first decade of being
involved with the festival was a learning experience with Tony Bergmeier as
her mentor. She believes his vision and core values for keeping true to tradi-
tion will help the festival endure for decades to come. In Astrid’s second
decade, she was President of the Christkindl Market Leadership Committee.

She firmly established a family feeling for the vendors, entertainment
groups and volunteers. Vendors include wooden toymakers, butchers, bakers
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Astrid Braun and Tony Bergmeier
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Candlelight procession led by Mary and Joseph

Candlelight procession square

Award winning Oktoberfest Float



and candlestick makers. Many have been
with us from the beginning and provide a
continuity by returning year after year.
Entertainment includes outstanding
bands, choirs and dance groups some
travelling for hours to share their music
on our outdoor stage. Christkindl Market
is made possible thanks to the hundreds
of talented volunteers who give count-
less hours of their time during the event
or throughout the year. They understand
it’s all about keeping these traditions
alive, such as folklore characters Christkindl, angels, Knecht Ruprecht, live
nativity, children's activities, Glühwein, Advent Stollen, a spruce Christmas
tree... when you check out our videos and photos on our website, they’ll tell
the rest of the story.

Christkindl (pronounced kriss-kindl) Market traditions start with a feeling
of wanting to share the magic and joy of the season. For some visitors it hap-
pens at the opening festivities where hundreds of warmly dressed visitors
with lanterns and candles join a sing-along with the Grand Philharmonic
Choir and a candlelight procession led by Mary and Joseph. As they head
towards the live nativity at city hall, the sounds of church bells ring loudly
and the fanfares of the brass band welcome all to fill the square for the
singing the Hallelujah chorus from Handel’s “Messiah.” It is magical. The
highlight of the official opening ceremony is the skit with Christkindl and
her helper Knecht Ruprecht. Christkindl wraps up her message with:
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… May our little market, in its brief splendor,
With its glitter, its sounds and smells
Always be part of our City life.
The season of giving has come!…

Be a child again today. Be as happy as children,
Ensure that Christmas is a time of happiness for all!
As Christkindl, I invite you to my market,
All who come are truly welcome!
I now declare it open to you all.
“Let there be light”

With the wave of Christkindl’s hand, the glorious towering spruce tree is lit
and the crowd cheers. Decorated with thousands of white lights, the
Tannenbaum (Christmas tree), in all its splendour will adorn the square
throughout the holiday season. It’s all very moving and very traditional. Each
year the snow flakes have been ordered to fall on cue.

A hundred vendors sell a range of toys and tree ornaments, handcrafted
jewelry, art glass, gift baskets, beeswax candles, giftware, chocolate and
marzipan, original art, music, leather goods, hand-painted wearable art,
home decor and Christmas greens and trees.

Sometimes it’s the memory from a Christmas
past of the aroma of roasted nuts, spiced cookies,
marzipan-filled Christmas stollen, strudel, funnel
cakes or everyone’s favourite, apple fritters. Or,
maybe it's sharing a sausage, leberkaese or
schnitzel on a bun, smoked turkey drumsticks,
soft pretzels, potato pancakes, a bowl of linsen,
potato or goulash soup.

The 10th floor of City Hall has been turned into
a place to sit, eat and relax. The view above the
festival, across to Victoria Park is spectacular.
Between rounds of eating traditional German
foods of the season, and shopping for unique
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gifts, Christkindl visitors enjoy a jam-packed 4 days of free musical presen-
tations. They can simply sit and enjoy the skaters twirling on the adjacent
rink, warm up by the fire of the blacksmith guild or new for 2019 will be
demonstrations of “Eisstockschiessen.” The ice stock sport is similar to curl-
ing.

Organizers of this award winning Top-100 Festivals & Events in ON are the
Christkindl Market Leadership Committee, with Monica Reid (President)
and Lori Gove (Vice President), and a group of passionate volunteers that
meet each month throughout the year to plan. Currently their vision is
focussed on growth for the upcoming 25th annual in 2021. The committee’s
efforts are assisted by staff at the City of Kitchener as well as Kitchener BIA
and most recently the German Canadian Remembrance Society. Partners are
truly what make the festival possible and keeps it growing. There is no
admission. It’s free thanks to the contributions of event sponsors Heffner
Lexus Toyota and many, many others. If you would like to share your talents
and skills, please let us know.

At each opening ceremony, Monica reminds us to “share the joy and take a
moment to bring out the child in you.”

In 2018 we were the only Christkindl Market with both a skating rink and
an IGLU! In an effort to relieve indoor congestion, children’s performers and
workshops took place in an inflated igloo. Craft workshops called
Kinderecke, encourage younger children with their parents to make their
own Christmas crafts.
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Klaus Wehrenberg, our organ grinder, also known as Hurdy Gurdy Klaus
(in German as Leier kasten mann), brings music, joy, and laughter to the chil-
dren. Kids (and even adults) are in awe of the antique crank organ, concerti-
na player. Klaus has been preserving the legacy of live street entertainment
associated with the festival since 2000.

Christmas isn’t Christmas without trains! Wide-eyed little ones delight
with wonder and the love of model railways. Fred Jr. & Jenny Aldred set up
their one-of-a-kind Garden-Scale model train display on the floor in the
Conestoga Room. Fred Sr. used to tell the kids that Santa took time off from
his busy schedule to come to Christkindl Market to display his favorite toys
~ the trains.

The Ontario Artist Blacksmith Association shows off their work while they
warm up the square with their coal-fuelled forges. Teaching techniques of
blacksmithing and exchanging creative ideas about this quality creative craft
and affordable art form is also a lot of fun for the kids.

Christmas is a time for giving. Children’s Wish Foundation have raised
almost $95,000 over 22 years through donations by visitors filling in a ballot
for Christkindl Market’s draw for a VIA Rail pass or an “Eat, Stay, Play” prize.
We’ve witnessed many random acts of kindness, including a woman buying
a present for a child whose mother was short on funds. “Santa does not
always wear a red suit,” wrote The Waterloo Region Record.

Planning our 25th Annual in 2021!
Marjorie Wood (Co-Marketing Chair) says there is much interest from the

media in our event. West Jet magazine, Chatelaine, Grand Magazine, CBC,
CTV, Rogers TV, The Record, many bloggers and radio personalities.

Our story has led a number of other cities to approach us to share the
secrets to our success. We are very fortunate to have recruited committee vol-
unteers with great skills, passion and ideas for growing the event. Plus, we
are actively looking to engage with German, Swiss, Austrian and other
German speaking clubs and groups, as well as other cities with successful
Christkindl Markets.

On our wish list for the future is a return of the long alpenhorn players who
help us relive the romantic stories of life in the Swiss Alps. Allowing visitors
to sip Glühwein as they browse the huts and watch the performers. Adding
traditional vendors selling pyramids, nutcrackers and other memorable or
handcrafted Christmas items from Europe. We believe that as we grow the
duration of the festival, we can interest more vendors and entertainers from
Germany, Austria and Switzerland… to make the journey to Kitchener.

What can you do to help us grow? You’re invited to share your thoughts
with us and complete our 1 minute anonymous survey on our website at:
christkindl.ca.

Save these dates December 5th to the 8th, 2019, Kitchener City Hall
You can reach out to us throughout the year: info@christkindl.ca
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Ken Seiling (originally Sieling) always
tells people he is the typical north
Waterloo blend – two parts German, one
part Mennonite and one part Scotch (or
Scottish to be correct). It was his
Mennonite and Scottish branches
which came first, the Martin’s to the
area in the early 1800’s and the Mackie’s
who came to Winterbourne in Wool -
wich in 1837. His German lineage, the
Sieling’s, the Losch’s, the Beckner’s and
the Oswald’s came to Canada and to
Waterloo in the waves of German migra-
tions that took place in the 1840’s and
1850’s.

Adam Sieling arrived in the late
1840’s joining his brother in St. Jacobs,
married a Derboecker and then moved
along with many other German families into the opening Bruce and Grey
Counties, eventually ending up in Carrick Township between Neustadt and
Hanover. One of his sons moved back to Elmira around the turn of the
 century and there has been a Seiling in Elmira ever since.

Adam Sieling was Ken’s great, great grandfather. On his mother’s side, the
Beckner’s and Oswald’s farmed and lived in Woolwich. Ken’s grandmother
was in the last German confirmation class of St. James Lutheran in Elmira

and Ken still has
some of her German
prize books.

Ken retired in
2018 after serving 40
years in public life
in Waterloo Region.
He was a Woolwich
councilor for two
years, Woolwich
Mayor and Regional
Councillor for seven
years, and Regional
Chair for 33 years.
During that time
Ken has ensured
that the history of
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The Oswald’s – probably in or around Hesse   . Some came in 1830’s.



this Region has been preserved and
interpreted to ensure that we remem-
ber well all those who brought us to
where we are today. Upon his retire-
ment, Regional Council named the
Regional Museum the Ken Seiling
Waterloo Region Museum in honour
of his service and recognizing all that
he had done over the years to ensure
the preservation of our history. Aside
from being a former history teacher
and museum director, Ken has been
and organist and choir director for
many years.

There are many achievements of
which Ken is proud, of which these
re a few.. The growth management
strategy which ensured the protec-
tion of our rural and environmentally
sensitive areas became the policy of
the Region. Part of this strategy was to focus growth on our existing urban
areas. To do this, the ION light rail transit system was approved and built by
the Region. Under Ken, the Region led the way to a smoking ban which soon
rolled out over the Province. The then Doon Pioneer Village and the Joseph
Schneider House (and later McDougal Cottage) were assumed by the Region,
leading to the upgrading of the village and the building of a curatorial centre
and  museum. He convinced Regional Council to create an arts foundation to
support the arts and artists. 

Ken has participated in the German Pioneers’ event since it was first
 started. His many speeches over the years have attributed a great deal of the

success of Waterloo Region to
the hard work and the practical,
utilitarian approach to business
and manufacturing that these
German families brought to the
Region. Not only did this lead to
economic success, but, when
merged with the stewardship of
the Mennonite communities into
which they came, created a
unique caring, yet forward look-
ing community.

Ken has always been proud of
his German ancestry.
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A gift book to my grandmother in 1923 – still signed
in German

The Beckner’s – Hesse who came in the 1840’s.
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John and Conrad Sieling, brothers who married two Losch sisters. Their father Adam had come to
Canada in the late 1840’s, married in St. Jacob’s and moved north to Carrick Township along with
many other Germans. His son John moved back to Elmira – my great grandfather.

Albert Seiling my grandfather who was a well know Holstein, angus and poultry breeder .
(3rd generation)
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49 Melinda Street, Kitchener, Ontario, N2E 0B5

Storage Space available
for Trailers, Boats and Cars

TEL. (519) 208-1481
EMAIL ristau.construction@rogers.com

Established 1964
Serving the Community for over 50 Years

Commercial-Retail Space for Lease

Outstanding Service makes satisfied Tenants
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F L A G S  &  B A N N E R  C O R P O R A T I O N

CUSTOM FLAG SPECIALIST
• CANADIAN • PROVINCIAL • INTERNATIONAL

• FLAG RENTAL • FLAG POLES • RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

SHOP BY PHONE OR SHOP ONLINE:
TEL. 519-576-9807

TOLL FREE 888-513-8885
FAX 519-576-6745

www.hometex.com

11 Springdale Drive Kitchener, ON, N2K 1P8

Email: info@hometex.com

i h

German-Canadian 
Business and Professional Association
of Waterloo Region

German Pioneers Day

Our Association supports all efforts which recognize and publicize the contributions made
by German Pioneers from all walks of life. Over the last 300 years, they have helped build
a strong and successful Canada. We congratulate the honorees and organizing committee
of German Pioneers Day. 

Founded in 1967, the purpose of our organization is to cultivate friendship and cooperation
among business people, academics and professionals. In cooperation with many regional
organizations, we engage in monthly meetings and activities that help to preserve the
German heritage. Please contact us should you wish to receive further information about
our Association. We would be pleased to welcome you and demonstrate the benefits of
membership. Please visit our website: www.german-canadian-business.com or call 
519-741-0057

Harry Drung, President
on behalf of the Board of Directors and Members



The German-Canadian Remembrance Society is a charitable, non-profit organiza-
tion of Canadian Citizens of German descent and heritage.  The goal and objective
of the Remembrance Society is the progressive documentation, maintenance and
representation of the achievements and legacy of German immigrants in Canada as
well as supporting projects which help to remind German Canadians and Canadians
at large of the significant contributions pioneers of German ethnic background have
made over the last 300 years in Canada.

Since 2009 the German-Canadian Remembrance Society has participated in the
planning and organization of the German Pioneers Day Celebration and the
Volkstrauertag Memorial Service in Kitchener. The Remembrance Society has also
undertaken maintenance repairs and upkeep of the German War Graves Section at
Kitchener’s Woodland Cemetery.

The Remembrance Society is a non-partisan, and non-sectarian organization com-
mitted to promoting an atmosphere of mutual respect and tolerance by honouring
the victims of wars and human rights violations and supports equal justice for all.

Membership is open to individuals, families and organizations

German Canadian Remembrance Society
41 River Road East, Unit B, Kitchener, ON     N2B 2G3

(226) 647-8022        email:  remsociety@gmail.com
www.germanremembrancesociety.wordpress.com

Charitable Registration No. 86375 8082 RR0001
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