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Members of Parliament and of Provincial Parliament, 

Mayors and public officials, 

Members and Veterans of the Canadian and German Armed Forces, 

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Liebe Landsleute, 

 

Thank you for joining us at today’s Volkstrauertag Service or, translated from German, at 
today's “National Day of Mourning Service”. 

First, I would like to express my gratitude to the German Canadian Remembrance 
Society for organizing this service every year and for maintaining this place of 
mourning and rest, a place where 187 German soldiers are buried. These men were 
interned as prisoners of war and died in Canada. We are grateful to our Canadian 
friends that they could find their rest here, in Kitchener. 

On today's Day of Mourning, we want to keep alive the memory of those who passed 
in conflict and those who sacrificed in actively opposing war waged under tyranny. 

This year, on May 8, we commemorated the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II. 
The sheer breadth of suffering caused by aggressive German nationalism is 
overwhelming to contemplate. 

Among this human misery on a giant scale was a crime without parallel: the 
Holocaust. We as Germans, today mourn all the citizens we lost, men, women and 
children, whatever their background, faith, or social standing, in and out of uniform. 

As we do so, we also acknowledge our debt of gratitude and solemn remembrance to all 
Allied soldiers, many Canadians among them, who fought and died, and helped to 
defeat national socialism. 

Recalling the experiences and lessons the war’s history imparts to us is not a burden 
but a great gain – especially for us, the next generation. It must also be a lesson for our 
children, who must learn the lessons of events which may seem far away now, but 
whose echoes are still with us. 

Because the peoples of Europe were aware of the horrors of war, a new united Europe 
emerged from the ruins of 1945 – with prosperity, peace and freedom for Germany 
and our neighbors. Today, this Europe stands united in its struggle against the brutal 
striving for power, and against the oppression of one nation by another. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
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The commemoration of the 80th anniversary of the end of the war​
comes at a time when Europe is once again at war. Security that we once took for 
granted is now a subject of discussion in our governments and in our own family lives. In 
Germany, there is a widespread understanding that steps must be taken to secure our 
country, our NATO alliance, against an aggressive Russia. We all will have to have 
an honest conversation what it means to defend democracy in practice. 

As Germany prepares itself to play a greater part in protecting Europe's peaceful order, it 
is vitally important that at the same time, not only the institutions of the State, but also 
we as German citizens must continually commit ourselves to “Never again”. 

This does not just mean remembering the past. It is a call to confront hatred more 
resolutely than ever. 

„Never again” must not remain a slogan, but result in concrete action. Let us use this 
commemoration of Volkstrauertag as a step to remind us to stand up for our values 
and democracy. Democracies do not wage war against each other. To actively work to 
protect liberal democracy and the inviolable dignity of every single person, regardless of 
their ethnic origin, religion or skin color is therefore also a service for peace. 

Bertha von Suttner, an Austrian writer, pacifist, and one of the most important voices in 
the international peace movement, said in her famous novel “Lay Down Your Arms!”: 

“War is such a terrible thing that no one who seriously thinks about it can shirk their 
responsibility.” 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Indeed, peace and freedom require constant effort. We need to keep the knowledge 
of the past alive so that we do not repeat the mistakes of our ancestors. 
Commemorating together is an important step in this regard. 

This is part of the German culture of remembrance. It is an obligation to the dead, a 
responsibility for future generations and a reminder to all of us: We must not neglect our 
commitment to a world in which tolerance, respect and humanity prevail. 

Today, we bow our heads in mourning to the dead of war, and the victims of violence and 
terror. We take their sacrifice as a reminder of our responsibility for a future in peace and 
freedom. 

Once, again, thank you all for coming. 
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