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2025 Volkstrauertag Address

Liebe Landsleute, dear friends, colleagues, representatives of various levels of Government,
Veterans, and German-Canadian organizations:

My name is Harry Drung with the German-Canadian Remembrance Society, the organization
that is responsible for organizing this ceremony in conjunction with the Government of the
Federal Republic of Germany. | will be your Master of Ceremonies today, which for me is an
honour and a privilege.

| would like to welcome you to this year’s Volkstrauertag ceremony which coincides with the Day
of Remembrance held in Germany. Volkstrauertag commemorates the death of members of the
armed forces of all nations, as well as civilians who have died in armed conflicts, including
victims of violent oppression and persecution.

Wars are as old as history. Over two thousand years ago, ancient Greek historian Herodotus,
wrote, "In peace, sons bury their fathers; in war, fathers bury their sons." Today, we are gathered
to commemorate the mortal remains of 187 German soldiers serving in one or the other of the
two world wars. They died as Prisoners of War on Canadian soil and were reinterred from 36
locations across Canada to their final resting place at this Woodland Cemetery in 1970. Most
were sons, but some were fathers, even grandfathers too, looking at the gravestone
inscriptions.

Quite by coincidence, we received this week a note via our Remembrance Society website from
Christiane Marshall of Pinjarra, Western Australia. Her grandfather, Max Zuel, is buried here.
She visited her grandfather’s grave in September. There is a picture of Max and a note that
Christiane left at the gravestone. Born in 1883, Max Zuehl served as a Marine Engineer in the
Imperial German Navy from 1902 t01920. He was captured and interned from 1915 to 1919 in
Norfolk, Virginia, USA. During the inter war years, Max travelled the world as a Marine Engineer
working for different shipbuilding companies accompanying newly built ships on their maiden
voyages. His job included training and technical support, and most importantly, overseeing the
workings of the ship’s engines and systems prior to handing them over to the respective new
owners.

At the outbreak of WWII, Max was on the maiden voyage of the ship S.S. Don Isidro passing
through the Suez Canal on its way to be delivered to the Philippines. Detained by the British
authorities, he was sent to England and then to Canada as a Prisoner of War. Moving through
various POW camps, he succumbed to a cerebral hemorrhage on September 25,1942 at Camp
31, Fort Henry, in Kingston at age 59. This is but one of millions of life stories of individuals
affected by war.

Those who are gathered here may see the individual ranks, service branches, birth and death
dates inscribed, but not the individual’'s personality, talents, peace time occupation, hobbies,
hopes, aspirations or further details of their lives. Only God and the living next of kin know these
personal details. If only graves could talk.
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The soldiers interred here were not able to live out their allotted span of life and contribute to
their homeland. But by making the ultimate sacrifice, totally, through duty, commitment, love and
honour, they become part of us forever as we are part of them.

While armed conflicts rage around the world today, especially in the Ukraine, or the delicate
ceasefire that has paused the conflict in Gaza, we continue to strive and pray for a lasting
peace.

Those that have experienced war, and those that have lived with the devastating effects that the
war experience has on the family life of returning soldiers, only they can truly appreciate the
sacrifices veterans have made for their respective countries. Today, we mourn all of them.

| would now like to call on the Consul-General of the Federal Republic of Germany, Anne
Wagner-Mitchell, to the podium.
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